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[57] ABSTRACT 

A lottery-type game system providing multiple levels of 
play includes a plurality of playing cards and a master 
game card used in conjunction therewith, Each of the 
playing cards includes a plurality of game symbols, with 
predetermined selected ones of the game symobls being 
used to identify players eligible for a bonus award. The 
master game card includes an arrangement for listing 
the selected players, and thereafter identifying one. of 
the players, which player thereby becomes eligible for a 
bonus award by selecting one of a plurality of award 
values concealed on the master game card. 

7 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets 



SEJILONLY^ 1 B0NUS SECTION 



SOWS „ 
AWARD 



S 



s 



fin 



Bonus Award Seal Value $. 



U3_ 



WIN $300 




se "V 



YOUWIM 

•5- 




SS'B »50 



•20 



*I5 



OOP 



•10 



OOP 



It 

^ L-24 



TWO FOR THE MONEY 



? 



? 



? 



? J 
•42--" 



? 



JackpotAward Seal Value $. 



■f 



OPMJSEAL ONLY ^i q. 



$ 



s 



BONUS SECTIONS 



ADVANCE TO 
JACKPOT 
SECTION 



s 



^3 B-| O PENISEAL ONLY 



Bonus Award Seal Value $_ 



$ 



$ 



UjTSIJ 



WIN $300 

34 



WJN $300 



iKDKIDNtUil 
ft mi u*us xenon 
WMtfttT0uC4*ft*0K[ 
0**11 rDlLDVWO 

u»TOtto«n« 

A9VAMCC T0TKI 
JlCm»t»COOJi 



V 



TWO FOR 
THE MONEY 

AUTcuTtiwouaiiflS 



s 50 



m '20 



•15 



J I0 



OOP 
OOP '5 



08/08/2001, EAST Version: 1.02.0008 



U.S. Patent Sep. 10, 1991 sheet 1 of 2 5,046,737 




08/08/2001, EAST Version: 1.02.0008 



U.S. Patent 



Sep: 10, 1991 



Sheet 2 of 2 



5,046,737 



3-3- 



12 



TWO FOR THE MONEY 



OPEN I SEAL ONLY 44 I NKPOT SECTION | 44 op £N i s£ALONLr 



? 



? 



? 



7<h 



? 



42- 



JACKPOT 
_ AWARD 



7 



JackpotAward Seal Value $. 



46 



OPEN I SEAL ONLY ^33 



s 



36- 



US SECTION 



ADVANCE TO 
JACKPOT 
SECTION 



^te^)PENISEAL ONLY 



Bonus Award Seal Value $ 



2 

40 

~7i 



28 

4 



013 



113 



213 



313 



413 



513 



613 



713 



813 



913 



1013 



1113 



1213 



1313 



1413 



1513 



1613 



1713 



LAST SALE 



WIN $300 
34 




WIN $300 



AND PICKONE SEAL 
IN THE BONUS SECTION 
WHERE YOU CAN WIN ONE 
OF THE FOLLOWING 

UPTOS50RTHE 
BONUS AWARD OR AN 
ADVANCE TO THE 
JACKPOT SECTION 



V 

30 



TWO FOR 
THE MONEY 

ALLTiCKETSENDiNGiN 13 

» t W?aW e s300 

AWARDS PLUS... ^V/V^I 



© $ 50 



; 20 



; I5 



OOO S I0 



OOO 



*2 



ALINUMBERS ENDING IN 

66,77, 88899 



08/08/2001, EAST Version: 1.02.0008 



5,046,737 

1 2 

. second level of play; at least one of the master came 

LOTTERY-TYPE GAME SYSTEM WITH BONUS card and the playing cards have displayed thereon an 

arrangement for establishing the eligibility of a plurality 
TECHNICAL FIELD 5 ° f selected ^ ame P Iavers having playing cards display- 

ing predetermined selected ones of the game symbols. 
The present invention relates generally to lottery- In the illustrated embodiment, some of the playing 

ZZ^T^T em f;- T r, tiCUlar, i y , t0 8 game cards incIude numeric * ame symbols, with certain ones 
system having multiple levels of p ay, including an ar- n f th* n » m ^ «o«« «7Lk^i/ • ■ t_ 

rangement for identifying a selected plurality of game ° f - nUmei ? C 6 T * ymb ° ls com P nsin g the P rede ' er ' 

players, and thereafter identifying at least one s2cted '° T^TJZ-^u ^ m pl * y ™ ^ 

player eligible to play for a bonus award. identified. Additionally, certain selected players, such 

as the player who purchases the last one of the playing 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION cards of a given set, may be included in the group of 

Lottery-type games of chance have exhibited endur- selected, eligible players. In the illustrated embodiment, 

ing popularity, since such games typically permit a 15 tne master game card includes an arrangement for lis- 

player to make a relatively small "investment" with a tin g the eligible players. 

chance of winning a significantly larger award. In addi- For the second level of play, the master game card 

tion to the entertainment value that such games provide also includes an arrangement for identifying at least one 

for the players, these types of game systems typically of the eligible players. In the illustrated embodiment 

provide a source of revenue for the operator, be it a 20 this is provided by an arrangeme nt which identifies at 

m oT P ^nf y ' ^ bUSm ? S u C 'If bIiShmCnt ' • leaSt 0ne P^etermined game symbols (which symbols 

games. In this type of game, players purchase Lying removabi f e means for concealing the predetermined one 

cards for a relatively nominal sum, with each playing 25 ° r on « ?J the game symbols prior to the listing of all of 

card displaying game symbols, selected ones of which * e e ! g ! bIe game pIayers " Alternately, one or more of 

correspond to award values. In a typical configuration, e ell S lble Payers can be identified by other than the 

each playing card comprises a lamination of upper and game s y mbols » such as by specifying a certain selected 

lower plies of material, such as paper, with the game player (such as the purchaser of the last game playing 

symbols displayed on the inside surface of the lower 30 card). 

ply. The game symbols are thus initially sealed, and are In the illustrated form, the selected one of the eligible 
revealed by "breaking open" one or more flap-like por- players receives a certain predetermined award atten- 
tions of the upper ply. dant to that player's identification. Additionally, that 
As will be appreciated, affording players an opportu- one player becomes eligible for the third level of play of 
mty to win awards in different ways enhances the enter- 35 the system. 

tainment value of the game. The present game system For purposes of a third level of play, the master eame 

^15^^^ Whe ; eb ^ de< ; ted PlayCrS , card hrti deludes an arrangement for uS^l 
become eligible for a bonus award, with at east one of „ a , ,. * y B 

these players, in turn, having an opportunity to w'n th ^ZLTlt T*™? * ? I T"? ^ 
bonus. 40 displayed on the master game card, and selectively 

removable means for concealing the award values. In 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION this way, the selected one or ones of the eligible players 

The lottery-type game system embodying the princi- can determ | ne the aw ard to be received by removing 

pies of the present invention provides multiple levels of tne concealing means associated with one of the award 

play, including an arrangement whereby selected play- 45 values - In the illustrated embodiment, one of the award 

ers become eligible for a bonus award, with at least one 'values identifies a "bonus award", which has been pre- 

of the selected players thereafter selecting a plurality of viously prominently displayed on the master game card 

concealed awards in an effort to win the bonus. Thus, to enhance player interest. 

the overall system involves at least three levels of play In an alternate embodiment, the master game card 

for which all players are potentially eligible, with an 50 provides a fourth level of play, and includes an arrange- 

alternate embodiment of the game system including an ment for identifying another award, which comprises a 

additional level of play to provide four levels. seC ond plurality of award values displayed on the mas- 

nJL^ 6 T th thC i H UStratC ? the ter card > and seIec ^y '^movable means for conceal 

MS.^ I PU 5 r K 1Uy ° f P aymg ing the aeoond pluimlity ofaward values. In thisembodi- 

cards each of which can be purchased by eame olavers 55 „ j * • / r . <- . " I "" 3C " 1UUUI 

for a predetermined price per playing ca^EachoTS T * ^ te ™ nc ? ™*f < he ^ Polity of award 

playing cards has a plurality of groups of game symbols Val ? CS CntltleS the Selected player t0 remove the con ' 

displayed thereon, with each of the cards including Cealmg meanS assoc,ated with one of lhe secont plural- 

selectively removable means for initially concealing the lty of award vaIues * In the il,ustrated embodiment, this 

groups of game symbols prior to purchase by the 60 sec< | nd S rou P of award values is identified in a "jackpot 

player. The means for concealing the game symbols, section", with one of the second award values compris- 

comprising flap-like portions of the playing cards in the in S the "jackpot". The jackpot corresponds to an award 

illustrated embodiment, are removed by the player after previously identified prominently on the master playing 

purchase of the playing card. In this first level of play, card. 

the player can then determine if any of the groups of 65 .Other features and advantages of the present inven- 

symbols correspond to predetermined winning groups. tion will become readily apparent from the following 

The game system further includes a master game card detailed description, the accompanying drawings and 

for use in conjunction with the playing cards. For a the appended claims 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS Card ° f S ,f t0 be eIigib!e for the bonus award b * 

entry in the "last sale" listing. 

FIGS. 1 and 2 are plan views, partially cut-away, The master game card further includes an arrange- 
respectively illustrating a master game card and a play. mem whereby at least one of the listed, eligible players 
ina cnrri of the present ffame system; and 5 is identified, with that p!-y~ -l!«ikl- *~ „u*. 

FIG. 3 is a plan view, partially cut-away, of an alter- for the bonus award * TOs'is provided by "ai'least one 

nate embodiment of a master game card of the present bonus player identifier 32 on the inside surface of the 

game system. lower p , y 26 of the master g0me card( wUh ^ 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION fieT conceal ed by a selectively removable flap-like por- 

sstss sfcsx sss? in r? h e r mined one ° b f ^ elected 

bodiments of the invention, with the understanding that S^^Si£ ^ ' " l ° 

the present disclosure is to be considered as an exempli- 15 8 T5 Jk u , r- , 

fication of the invention, and is not intended to limit Ae is ^^SS^ f 5 b °™ "'T?' * 
invention to the specific embodiments illustrated, ? a ^|^iS h S? <1 a,, °h eh ? b V^" an ^ 

With reference now to FIGS. 1 and 2, therein are h ™ w h 2^?' ™r ^ * lBt ! n 5 ^ lf pr °" 
illustrated a playing card 10 and a master game card 12 ^J^??" . r M 32 f B r ' vea ' ed ' that °" e 
embodying the present game system. Playing card 10 is 20 P ^ e ' ^J 3 ?*™** eh S» b » e f °r the bonus award, 
intended as exemplary, in that the present game system ^ hlch award 15 determmed b V the "bonus section" of 
includes a substantial plurality of such playing cards. the master game card. In addition, the 10 player identi- 
Each of these playing cards is purchased by a game ^ d may automatically win a predetermined award (i.e., 
player, with certain ones of the players being eligible to $300 7° m the lI,ustrated embodiment). While the illus- 
participate in selection of a bonus award on the master 25 1 , . embodimem includes a single identifier 32, a 
game card 12. plurality of such identifiers can alternately be provided, 

Each of the playing cards 10 preferably comprises a w hereb y a | ik e plurality of the eligible players become 
lamination of upper and lower plies of material 14 and further eligible to play the ,4 bonus section". 
16, such as comprising paper or the like. Each of the . Tbe bonus section of tne master game card 12 pro- 
playing cards displays a plurality of groups of game 30 vides the third level of play of the present system, and 
symbols 18, which symbols are displayed on the inside identifies a plurality of awards 36 on the inside surface 
surface of the lower ply 16 of the card. This type of card ? f lower P^ each of wni ch is concealed by a respec- 
is typically referred to as a "break-open" playing card, tive fla P' lik e portion 38 of the upper ply 24. It is con- 
in that flap-like portions 20 of the upper ply 14 can be templated that the bonus player will open only one of 
selectively removed from each of the groups of game 35 tne flap-like portions 38, with only one (or optionally 
symbols 18 in order to reveal the game symbols after the more tnan one ) of the awards 36 corresponding to the 
card has been purchased. However, it will be under- "bonus award", while the other awards will be rela- 
stood that a game embodying the principles of the pres- tively nominal in nature. The value of the "bonus 
ent invention may include playing cards and a master award" is preferably prominently displayed at 40 on the 
game card otherwise configured, such as including 40 m aster game card so that all game players are aware of 
"scratch-off* arrangements for initially concealing the potential bonus they might win. 
game symbols. Referring to FIG. 3, an alternate embodiment of the 

In its first level of play, the present game system master game card 12 is illustrated. In this embodiment, 
provides awards to those players having cards which an additional fourth level of play is provided by a "jack- 
display predetermined winning groups of award sym- 45 P ot section", eligibility for play of which is determined 
bols. In its two additional levels of play, the present at the "bonus section". 

system permits selected ones of the players to become Specifically, the "jackpot section" includes a plural- 
eligible for a bonus award, and thereafter at least one of of jackpot section awards 42 displayed on the inside 
the players plays for the bonus, through use of the mas- surface of the lower ply of the card, with a plurality of 
ter game card 12. 50 flap-like portions 44 respectively concealing the award 

The master game card 12 preferably comprises a values 42. In this embodiment, at least one of the bonus 
lamination of upper and lower plies of material 24 and section awards 36 specifies "advance to jackpot sec- 
26. To assist players in ascertaining winning cards at the tion" thus entitling the selected player to open one of 
first level of play, a listing 28 of winning groups is pref- the flap-like portions 44 in the "jackpot section". In 
erably provided on the master game card. 55 . turn, at least one of the jackpot section awards 42 speci- 

The second level of play of the present game system fies "jackpot award", which award is preferably promi- 
entails establishing selected game players who become nently displayed at 46 on the game card, 
eligible for the bonus award, with these players then As will be appreciated, variations of the present sys- 
listed on the master game card 12 in the illustrated em- ' tern can be made within the purview of the present 
bodiment. To this end, the master game card 12 includes 60 invention. As noted, the playing cards 10 can be other- 
an arrangement 30 for listing the selected, eligible play- wise configured, as can the master game card 12. If 
ers. In the illustrated embodiment, the eligibility of desired, more than the disclosed three or four levels of 
these selected players is established by those players play can be provided. Additionally, plural arrange- 
having cards having predetermined selected ones of the ments can be provided for establishing th . eligibility for 
game symbols. In the illustrated embodiment, such pre- 65 bonus play of selected players. For example, two lis- 
determined game symbols comprise numeric designa- tings of eligible players can be provided on the master 
tions (i.e., 013, 113, 213, etc.). In addition, the illustrated game card, with two different criteria identified for 
game permits the player who purchases the last playing establishing eligibility. 
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From the foregoing, it will be observed that numer- 
ous modifications and variations can be effected with- 
out departing from the true spirit and scope of the novel 
concept of the present invention. It is to be understood 

»L~* i : — — * -t. _ ;<r _ _ . t . 

ments disclosed herein is intended or should be inferred. 
The disclosure is intended to cover by the appended 
claims all such modifications as fall within the scope of 
the claims. 

What is claimed is: 10 

1. A lottery-type game system providing multiple 
levels of play, comprising: 

a plurality of playing cards each of which can be 
purchased by game players for a predetermined 
price per playing card, 15 

each of said playing cards having a plurality of 
groups of game symbols displayed thereon, with 
each of said cards including selectively removable 
means for concealing the groups of game symbols 
thereon prior to purchase by a player, said means 20 
for concealing said game symbols being removed 
by the player after purchase for providing a first 
level of play, and 

a master game card for use in conjunction with said 
playing cards, 25 

at least one of said master game card and said plural- 
ity of playing cards having displayed thereon 
means for establishing the eligibility of a plurality 
of selected game players having playing cards dis- 
playing predetermined selected ones of said game 30 
symbols, 

said master game card including means for identify- 
ing at least one of said eligible players, and selec- 
tively removable means for concealing said identi- 
fying means prior to establishing all of said eligible 35 
game players for providing a second level of play, 

said master game card further including award identi- 
fying means comprising a plurality of award values 
displayed on said master game card, and selectively 
removable means for concealing said award values, 40 



so that said selected one of said eligible players can 
determine the award to be received by removing 
the concealing means associated with one of said 
award values for providing a third level of play. 

2. A iuiiery-iype game system in accordance with 
claim 1, wherein 

said master game includes another award identifying 
means comprising a second plurality of award val- 
ues displayed on said master card, and selectively 
removable means for concealing said second plu- 
rality of award values, 

at least one predetermined one of ftrst-said plurality 
of award values entitling the selected player to 
remove the concealing means associated with one 
of said second plurality of award values for provid- 
ing a fourth level of play. 

3. A lottery-type game system in accordance with 
claim 1, wherein 

said master game card includes means identifying 
winning groups of said game symbols and corre-. 
sponding award values. 

4. A lottery-type game system in accordance with 
claim 1, wherein 

said award values comprise dollar values. 

5. A lottery-type game system in accordance with 
claim 1, wherein 

' said selected ones of said game symbols comprises 
numeric designations. 

6. A lottery-type game system in accordance with 
claim 1, wherein 

each of said playing cards and said master game card 
comprises a lamination of upper and lower plies of 
material, with each said concealing means compris- 
ing a flap-like portion of the upper ply of material 
of the respective card. 

7. A lottery-type game system in accordance with 
claim 1, wherein 

said master game, card has displayed thereon means 
for listing said plurality of eligible game players. 
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